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Ctart at Home

Every day activities greatly  °

affect the health of our « KEEP
waterways. This guide P TS PLANET CLEAN
contains tips on how -
you can help protect
our waterways, starfing

at home.

What is
Stormwater RUNOFF?

Stormwater runoff occurs when rain or
melted snow flows over parking lofs,
sidewalks, streets, or any other surface that
cannot absorb water. As stormwater runoff
moves, it picks up dirt, trash, oil, grease,
fertilizers, and other pollutants and carries
them into the storm drain system, which
empties directly info local waterways.

Stormwater runoff does not flow to a
freatment plant; it flows directly into our
streams, bay and ocean. Pollution from
untreated stormwater runoff affects drinking
water supplies, recreation, fisheries and
wildlife.
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Start
here

€ JHRgreenorg

for tips on keeping it clean
and finding your inner green.

“Ask HR Green” is a regional awareness
campaign sponsored by 16 Hompton Roads
cifies and counties working together with the
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission.
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Residential Guide to Stormwater Runoff




Lawn ¢ (Garden

A healthier Bay means a safer environment
for us all to enjoy for years to come. Your
yard can be one of the greatest defenses
against water pollution. Choose native
trees, shrubs and plants to help stabilize
soil, absorb and filter stormwater runoff.
There are plenty of ways to maintain a
beautiful, healthy, Bay-friendly landscape.
Here are just a few of them...

PLANT

MORE.
PLANTS

RUNOFF

2 ROOF
RUNOFF

ﬁ-g-lsx:siﬁ

STREET RUNOFF

STORMWATER RUNOFF TRAVELS FROM YOUR YARD
TO LOCAL STREAMS, CREEKS, RIVERS AND THE BAY

Fertilize in
the Fall

Apply fertilizer in the
fall when there is
typically less rain and
less chance forit to

be washed off your lawn. Keep fertilizer
off paved surfaces and never apply it to
driveways, sidewalks, or roadways.

A Cleah, Healthy Bay Starts at Home
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Graphic used with permission from PlantMorePlants.com

Plant Native
Flowers,
Trees and
Shrubs

Trees, shrubs and hardy perennials can
beautify your home and help reduce
stormwater runoff. Use plants that are
adjusted to local growing conditions.
Consider native plants; they are typically
more resistant to insects and disease and
use less water and fertilizer.

For cool season grass,
such as fescue or
ryegrass, seed in the
late summer. For warm
season grass, such as
zoysiagrass or Bermuda grass, seed in

early spring. Seed bare areas during the
appropriate time of year to reduce erosion
potential.

Muich, Mulch,
Mulch

Mulch helps to control
erosion, retain moisture
and stabilize soil
temperature. A two-
inch layer of mulch material, such as fir
bark, pine needles or wood chips, will
reduce water loss and maintain uniform

soil moisture around roots. Mulch can also
reduce or eliminate weeds that compete
with landscape plants for moisture, nutrients,

and sunlight.
By planting more Su_)eep 1t
plants, homeowners U D
can improve
the health of the Clean up
Chesapeake Bay. anything that

is lying on

As stormwater flows across pavement.

hard surfaces and through
landscaped areas, it
carries particulates through
drainage systems and info
local waterways. Harmful
amounts of nitrogen,
phosphorus, sediments

and other pollutants are
channeled from residences
directly into the waters of
the Bay.

These pollutants include:
* fertilizer

* pesticides

* topsoll

* oil and gasoline

* pet waste

Homeowners can mitigate
the amount of harmful
elements that reach the
Bay through landscaping
practices that include
reducing hard surfaces,
fertilizing responsibly and
planting native trees,
shrubs, plants and grasses.

Choosing the right species
and planting in abundance
will establish expansive root

systems to hold soil in place,

creating a natural filter that
reduces the harmful effects
of fertilizers, pesticides and
spilled fuels.

Leave Lawn
Clippings

After mowing, leave
grass Clippings on
your lawn. Clippings
break down and
return nitrogen to the lawn, generating up
to 25% of the lawn'’s fertilizer needs.

Fertilizer spill2 Sweep or blow it into
the yard, not info the street.

Mouw Tt

Proper
mowing is
important for a
well-kept lawn.
Newly seeded
lawns should be mowed early ond
often, leaving 1.5 to 2.0 inches of
grass height. Once your lawn is
established, set the mower blade
higher, leaving 2 to 3.5 inches of
grass.

Test Your
Soil

Save money
by having your
soil tested. Soil
testing will ensure you get the
right fertilizer with the nutrient
levels that your lawn requires and
will determine the right amount
needed so you don't over fertilize.

Testing should be done every 3-4
years in the fall.

Find out more at askHRgreen.org



